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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS SHOFTIM n"awn

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR SHINS FROM BRUISES

The parsha opens with the mitzvah 7Muw 22177 (nn bnviwi 0waiv judges and enforcers you should
place in all of your gates. The meforshim ask that the word %7 is superfluous and could have been
omitted and even if it is written why was it said in the singular form and not 0% in the plural? The
Sfas Emes answers that not only is this mitzvah applicable to the community but also to the individual.
In one's personal life he must be both a judge and a policeman. A judge refers to the task of the
neshama and intellect to use his wisdom to check if his decision aligns itself with the will of Hashem.
After that process he needs an enforcer to coerce his body and middos to listen to the neshama's
insightful decision and act upon it. Just like in a real courtroom one must enforce the guilty litigant
to follow through with the judge's verdict since he thinks that he is the one who is correct.

This is what the passuk means when it says 72127 78 niawni oi'n nuT1 take your knowledge and lead
it down into your heart in order that it too will be willing to execute the order of the judge. The yetzer
harah which represents the body is not always willing to go along with the neshamah for it possesses
its own agenda. This is the day to day struggle and battle between these two forces and the Torah
says 7227 722 'P7X 'n N nannl that one must love Hashem with both the yetzer harah and the
yetzer tov.

These two agents with which we are to serve Hashem the DmvIwI D'vaIv, correspond to the two
Tefillin that we don every day. The Tefillin of the head parallels the vaiw the judge the neshamah
who reflects Hashem's desire and will. The Tefillin of the hand represents the avodah of the 01w
tying the nminan wai and the heart down into the service of obeying the neshamah. We can add to
the Sfas Emes that this is the reason why we find on the Tefillin of the head two protruding letters of
shin, one for vaIw and the other for "0IW. For once the valw arrives with the correct decision he
must now ride and direct the nefesh habehamis to follow along.

To expand further with this Sfas Emes we can say that in this way of placing a 0I¥ DaIW upon
ourselves we can defeat the koach of Aisav and his kelipos. When Yaakov defeated the malach of
Aisav at their battle of Yabok, Yaakov was given the name 78wt which is from the word by nnw 12
22in1 0'war DYI D' for you have fought with Aisav's angel and with Aisav and you have overcome
them. We can also say that the word D'n7N symbolizes LOIW as the passuk calls a judge 11ITN 1WANI
n'YNN 78 and the word D'waN can be referring to enforcers for if you take the gematriah of pwi
0'waN it adds up to NIwA. The malach of Aisav says to Yaakov that your avoda of wIwi baiw that
you have placed upon yourself has given you the ability to defeat your enemies of evil both physically
and spiritually meriting your name to be changed to Yisrael. This is hinted in the word nnw which is
gematriah 01V LIV,

The Chasam Sofer wrote that the images of the two Cherubim fixed upon the Aron with their wings
stretched out in the Mishkan and Beis Hasmikdash, appeared as two letter shins ww. He writes that
it alludes to the passuk 211 77w xXIN2 NN 2V IR W that Dovid Hamelech said he rejoices over
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Hashem's Torah as if he found a grand spoil of war. According to our mamar we can say that it refers
to the acronym of baIlw and WVIW. Learning the Torah gives one the wisdom to make correct
decisions. The Torah also helps one to bring this wisdom into the heart to take control over it and
serve Hashem by actualizing what the Torah directs us how to conduct our lives. mx121"nx' 'mx12
['22n NN,

During the week we must battle with our yetzer harahs subjugating our nefesh habehamis to listen
to the communications that the valw sends out. However, on Shabbos which the Zohar calls xnr
NNNWITwe only need the baIV as the passuk says IY NI |jun?7 that your animal must rest referring
to the nefesh habehamis.

We can add that the word paiwn equals 400. The Maharal writes that this world is represented with
the number 300 and the next world is represented with the 400 the numerical number of the last
letter in the Aleph Beis Nn. The day that there will be no more struggling when we have to force the
yetzer harah to listen to the neshama is in the next world. Shabbos is xan D71V |'un. On Shabbos when
we receive the neshamah yesairah, life is viwa simplified, restful, menucha n1wy NINN 72 the same
letters as vaIw. Wisdom just continues to flow which leaves no room for wav foolishness, pettiness,
and nonsense as we find during the weekdays - weakdays. wa lay down your hammer and enjoy
your neshmah yesairah.

Gut Shabbos,

Rav Brazil



